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A new initiative is giving
residents of The Cove, the as-
sisted living wing of Thir-
wood Place retirement com-
munity in South Yarmouth, a
suite of high-tech options de-
signed to help them cope with
reduced vision. Featuring a
number of devices invented to
help those with impaired vi-
sion live normal lives, the
package includes solutions
for every room, and can be
added to any living unit with
a minimum of disruption.

Director of Sales and Mar-
keting Larry Lyford said the
program is timely, as vision
impairment is on the rise due
in part to the growing number
of seniors in the region, the
country and the world. “It’s
definitely an up-and-coming
situation,” he said. “A lot of the
age-related eye diseases are
more prevalent, because peo-
ple are living longer.”

Thirwood’s program begins
with its staff. “Everyone’s been
trained in specifically how to
deal with someone with low-
ered vision,” Lyford said. Staff
members learn a variety of
practices, such as announcing
out loud when one arrives or
exits an apartment, describing
exactly where on a plate par-
ticular food items are based
on the face of a clock, and
leading visually impaired res-
idents down hallways and
staircases with specific, uni-
versal cues.

Staff members also get to
know the specific impair-
ments of each resident in or-
der to tailor their care to the
individual. Residents have
varying levels of impairment,
in different portions of their
fields of vision. “Because
someone has lower or im-
paired vision, they’re not nec-
essarily legally blind,” said Ly-
ford. “Most people who are
blind are not completely
blind.”

Along with the emphasis
on training comes a wide
range of technological de-
vices. An optical mouse allows
residents to read books, news-
papers and other materials
at 14-times magnification, fed
directly to a high-definition
television. Residents also have
access to movies and shows
with descriptions for the vi-
sually impaired. A special
high-intensity reading light
is positioned over an arm-
chair, providing another op-
tion for ardent readers reluc-
tant to surrender their love of
books.

Several talking devices give
residents access to informa-
tion most people without vi-
sual impairments take for
granted. An alarm clock an-
nounces the date and time on
request, and allows the alarm

to be set by voice command.
A talking telephone an-

nounces numbers as they are
dialed, reducing the likeli-
hood of mistakes, and also
informs the resident who is
calling. Thirwood also pro-
vides a number residents can
call to find out the schedule of
activities each day.

The kitchen is equipped
with a number of items for the
visually impaired. A double-
sided cutting board provides
stark contrast to allow the
resident to better see what he
is cutting; the white side high-
lights dark-colored foods,
while the black side is ideal for

lighter items. An electronic
pour monitor placed in a cup
or mug sounds a soft warning
when liquid reaches a cer-
tain level, reducing the danger
of spills. An induction-top
cooker allows pots and pans to
be heated, but does not burn
skin that accidentally comes in
contact with the surface.

In the bedroom, bright
lights automatically activate
when residents open the doors
to closets and laundry rooms.
In the bathroom, a talking
scale allows the visually im-
paired to keep track of their
weight, while a 10-times mag-
nifying mirror lets them see

themselves. Traditional board
and card games are repro-
duced in large-print versions,
with markings and instruc-
tions in brail included.

Each package comes with
an iPad tablet, pre-loaded
with apps designed to help
residents with simple tasks
that become much less simple
with the onset of visual im-
pairment. One uses the de-
vice’s camera to read money,
and informs the user of the
denomination. Another de-
termines the color of objects,
helping users coordinate out-
fits.

The complete package can
be installed in any of The
Cove’s 65 assisted-living apart-
ments, so residents are not re-
stricted when choosing a new
home.

Lyford said putting the
many devices available to as-
sist the visually impaired to
use at Thirwood was an obvi-
ous decision. “There’s all these
advances, there’s all this tech-
nology,” he said. “Let’s make
life easier, with the gadgets we
have.”

“It makes people feel more
comfortable,” said Beth
Patkoske, who works in mar-
keting and special projects at
The Davenport Companies,
which owns Thirwood Place.
“It’s nice to have these differ-
ent aids to assist you. It’s eas-
ier, not just for the residents,
but for the families of the res-
idents.”
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Sight for sore eyes
Thirwood Place finds high-tech help for visually impaired

Thirwood Place Director of Sales and Marketing Larry Lyford demonstrates the 14-times
magnification of the optical mouse with a copy of The Register. STAFF PHOTOS BY 
CONOR POWERS-SMITH

YARMOUTH
NOTES

Academic
achievers

Kelsey Lynn Lotti of
South Yarmouth has been
named to the dean’s list at
Norwich University in
Northfield, Vermont.

Lynne Donoghue of
Yarmouth Port has been
awarded a master’s of edu-
cation degree from Spring-
field College.

Learn about 
fly fishing

Ron Lasko talks about his
book “Fly Fishing on Cape
Cod: A Tale of Two Rivers,”
Thursday, June 12, at 2 p.m.
at the South Yarmouth Li-
brary. Free admission.
Sponsored by the South
Yarmouth Library Associa-
tion.

Yarmouth artists
featured

Several Yarmouth artists
will play prominent parts in
upcoming exhibits at the
Cape Cod Art Association
on Route 6A in Barnstable.
Claire Marcus, a watercol-
orist from Yarmouth Port,

will be one of five Cape
artists with solo exhibits in
the Talbot Gallery. Mean-
while, Marie Luise Hutchin-
son, also of Yarmouth Port,
and Karol Wyckoff, of South
Yarmouth, will be included
in the Master Artists exhib-
it.

Both exhibits run from
June 19-July 14, with an
opening reception planned
to celebrate both on Sunday,
June 22, from 3 to 5 p.m.

Learn to 
download ebooks

Learn to download
ebooks, Monday, June 16, at
6 p.m. at the South
Yarmouth Library. Learn
the tips and tricks to down-
loading a free ebook from
the library to your iPad.
Registration required. Call
508-760-4820, ext.1314 or
email
tcassisi@clamsnet.org to
sign up.

Hot dogs with 
the chief

The Yarmouth Police De-
partment will take advan-
tage of the warm weather by
changing its monthly Coffee
with the Chief event to offer
hot dogs instead. Police
Chief Frank Frederickson

will be at Olde C Dogs, at 46
South St., South Yarmouth,
Friday, June 27, from 11
a.m.-1 p.m. Residents with
questions about community
policing are welcome to stop
by and have a dog with the
chief.

Yard/bake sale
June 21

The annual yard sale at
the West Yarmouth Congre-
gational Church on Route
28 is set for Saturday, June
21, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
the church’s front lawn, rain
or shine. 

Treasures, books, useful
items, art work, small appli-
ances, clothing, linens,
small furniture, a 50/50 raf-
fle and “the unexpected” will
await buyers. The bake sale
will include tasty home-
made desserts and
meals. Knowledgeable gar-
deners will be on hand to
provide advice on the care of
hundreds of healthy peren-
nials, herbs, ornamental
grasses and some small
shrubs that will be offered
for sale. All may join this
sale by renting a table space
for $25. Call the church of-
fice at 508-775-0891 to re-
serve. Hot dogs, chips,
desserts and beverages will
be available.

Beth Patkoske of The Davenport Companies, with a copy
of Monopoly designed for the visually impaired.
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Watch the video at 
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“It’s nice to have
these different aids
to assist you. It’s
easier, not just for
the residents, but for
the families of the
residents.”
- Beth Patkoske, 
The Davenport Companies


